RESOLUTION

of the Seminar-meeting of hunting grounds users in the South of Khabarovskii krai and the State Hunting Supervision

	August 17-19, 2004 year
	Khabarovsk


Information on hunting animals resources state, legal and organization issues of hunting and forestry running, their interrelations, organizing of monitoring and resources prediction, taxation and veterinarian control, ecological examination, habitat environment protection, non-wood forest products use, poaching control, programs of small grants for hunting units and other was presented and discussed at the seminar meeting.

The seminar meeting was participated by 85 persons, including representatives of hunting Department of Prymorskii krai and Jewish Autonomous Region (JAO), as well as the Wildlife Conservation Society (USA).

The seminar meeting organizers: Ministry of Natural Resources of Khabarovskii krai, Department of protection, control and regulation of hunting animals use in Khabarovskii krai (Khabarovskkraiokhotupravlenie), the Wildlife Foundation of Khabarovsk, Krai Society of hunters and anglers, the Far Eastern Branch of Scientific Research Institute of hunting and wildlife.

The program of the seminar meeting included:

· Reports and speeches of the participants;

· Working sittings on thematic issues (taxation, legislation, veterinary control, organizing and implementation of inventory and biotechnical activities, cooperation of forestry and hunting management);

· Summing up, opinions exchange, resolution adoption and forming of working bodies for its implementation.

In spite of complex economical situation early in 90th, which resulted in hunting units collapse, hunting management as a whole was preserved and currently 85% of hunting grounds on the krai territory are allotted to 95 hunting grounds users.

Shaping and improvement of protected nature territories system is going on in the krai. Currently 25 various status reserves are functioning surrounded by the established ecological corridors network of specifically protected natural territories.

Systematic calculation and information processing on monitoring principles are organized in krai. Summary data are used for determination quotas and norms of hunting animals harvesting and population of used species protection.

Inventory of hunting grounds leased out for users is being implemented. Collaboration with domestic and international public funds is established. Owing to that technical fitting out of hunting supervision and reserves services is improved, seminars on experts and inspectors of hunting supervision qualification updating are carried out, methodology manuals are published.

Specialized team of Kraiokhotupravlenie on poaching control is functioning successfully.

Inter-agencies meetings on issues of hunting animals resources use and protection are regularly carried out.

Khabarovskii krai Ministry of Natural Resources, Khabarovskkraiokhotupravlenie and the Wildlife Foundation of Khabarovsk actively participate in activities on preserving populations of rare wildlife species, including Amur tiger.

At the same time the Meeting points out that:

· lack of special hunting legislation on the federal level significantly complicates hunting management running on the territory of Khabarovskii krai;

· existing order of getting named single permits and providing reports on those permits to taxation bodies is excessively bureaucratic;

· 11.3 mln. hectares of hunting grounds are not allocated to the krai hunting grounds users;

· quality of hunting grounds users’ reports on inventory of animals doesn’t always satisfy modern demands;

· hunting grounds users poorly follow current hunting grounds transformation caused by logging activities and fires, wildlife ranges dynamics, which complicates inventory data processing and their extrapolation on the whole hunting unit area;

· applications for quotas to use some hunting animals species, compiled on the results of annual inventory data and agreed on the krai level, are until now understated by the federal authorized organ, which quite often causes resources under-use and stimulates poaching;

· hunting grounds users do not use all the existing opportunities of participating in process of planning of forestry and timber harvesting activities on the leased out territory;

· in spite of the active involvement of the state hunting Inspectorate, poaching for wild hoofed animals remains one of the main factors of tiger numbers decrease;

· with the new administrative code introduction and canceling the hunting grounds users’ right to independently compile protocols for those, who break hunting rules, poachers control got less active. Foresters do not participate in protection of hunting animals;

· the krai program of hunting management development and the program of numbers restoration and increase of the most vulnerable part of hunting resources – wild hoofed animals are not available;

· insufficient attention is paid to involvement of young people into implementation of ecological-educational programs;

· regular and purposeful work to increase ecological competence of forest users on the issues of biological diversity preserving, ways of prevention or minimizing damage, caused by logging operations and roads construction to environment and hunting management is not executed;

· hunting grounds users insufficiently completely utilize complex biological resources, including non wood forest products.

Taking into account negative trends in numbers dynamics of a number of wild animals species and intensive destruction of their habitat environment, the Meeting made a decision:

1. To acknowledge, that without effective complex measures on preservation and rational use of hunting resources, hunting management running in current conditions could bring them to their further decrease.

2. To acknowledge priority of the main following trends in preservation and numbers increase of hunting animals:

· Providing conditions for long-term allocation of hunting grounds to hunting grounds users;

· Preserving of environment by proceeding forming a network of SPNT, as well as protective (reproduction) plots;

· Specifying ranges and sites of typical hunting animals grounds;

· Development of a simplified method of animals numbers calculation, which could be used for taking stock of animals by people having no special training; 

· Development and implementation of krai programs on establishment of ecologically safe hunting units and wild hoofed animals numbers increase;

· Participation of hunting management specialists in the processes of nature use optimization;

· Increase of poaching control;

· Restoration of the hunting grounds users’ right in the issues of leased hunting animals resources protection;

· Priority development of the following scientific researches:

· hunting animals monitoring;

· influence of various types of logging operations on wild animals populations;

· definition of key biotopes of rare wildlife species and regimes of their preserving;

· in the sphere of hunting management economics and development of its accompanying branches (tourism, harvesting and processing of non wood wild vegetation and so on);

· ecological education of various communities;

· forming of interagency coordinating council on the issues of hunting management development;

· stimulating of hunting grounds users’ concern in Amur tiger conservation;

· carrying out seminars on hunting management issues on the regular basis; 

· to entrust to the Organizing Committee to compile an appeal to the Legislative Duma of Khabarovskii krai asking to initiate process of changes and amendments introducing into the code on administrative infringements of Russian Federation  law according to decisions adopted at the seminar-meeting; 

· to entrust to the Organizing Committee of the seminar-meeting functions of a working body on implementation of adopted in the resolution decision.

The seminar-meeting participants appreciate the Organizing Committee’s activities in preparation and carrying out of the seminar-meeting.

The seminar-meeting participants are sincerely grateful to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation/Save the Tiger Fund (USA) for financial support of the seminar-meeting carrying out.

Adopted unanimously on August 19th, 2004 year in Khabarovsk city

